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Understanding the Polar Opposite
The Quest for Synergy is, at the same time, mankind’s highest aspiration, loftiest ideal, and most soulful yearning. It is a holy vision, while yet contrarily being connected to our deepest fears, most tormented anxieties, and horribly painful lessons. 

One of the deepest desires of any normal human being is to be harmonized, synchronized  and unified with others, as brother, sister, husband, wife, father, mother, neighbor, or friend. It is this common unity that underpins marriage, family, teamwork, community, alliances, nations, and the world of humankind. Our desire for synergy links us to the source of our relationship to divinity. Yet it remains humankind’s most thwarted and elusive goal.
To understand the nature of the Quest for Synergy it’s also essential to understand its polar opposite – the Fear of Betrayal. For it is the juxtaposing of these two themes that has created on the one hand: wars, divorce, political upheaval, and tyranny, and on the other hand: civilization, technological innovation, institutions of commerce, healing, and learning, and even transcendental glory.
The interplay between the Quest for Synergy and the Fear of Betrayal is so profoundly engrained in our society’s institutions as to be nearly invisible. To discover its roots, however, one needs only to examine the archetypal sources that are so imbedded and intertwined in our society, and what we have done, for better or worse, to achieve our Quest for Synergy (hereafter referred to as the Quest) or protect ourselves from our Fear of Betrayal (referred to hereafter as the Fear).
Historical Roots of the Quest and the Fear

Examining the historical records will cast great light on early civilization’s yearning to attain the Quest and battle the Fear. 
The Old Testament’s Book of Genesis, chronicling the origins of Judaism, starts with God creating a synergistic universe, then creating a synergistic union with Adam, Eve, and God in the Garden of Eden. Then: the betrayal. Eve and Adam are cast out of the garden for betraying God’s commandments. The source of the betrayal is no less than Satan. Later, Cain betrays Able by murdering him. Abraham, in synergistic brotherhood, rescues Lot from those betraying spirits in Sodom and Gomorrah. 

The most horrible betrayal occurred in heaven itself when Lucifer, the Son of the Dawn, betrayed God, who was forsaken not only by Lucifer, but also by a third of all the angels in heaven. (Esek 28) Even God did not have the power to prevent betrayal. 
Moses, forming a synergistic community wandered through the desert for 40 years leading the tribe of Israel. He then met God on Mount Sinai to create a spiritual bond embodied in the Covenant. But when Moses returned to his people, they had betrayed him by casting and worshiping a golden calf.  
In the New Testament, Christ is betrayed by Judas, resulting in a crucifixion. Even the doubts of Thomas were considered a minor form of betrayal. Christians considered themselves betrayed by their Jewish bretheren. 

In ancient Greece, wise Socrates was betrayed by his own Athenian citizens. He drank hemlock in prison before he could be executed. Homer wrote of the abduction of Helen as the Trojans betrayed their alliance with the Greeks. In the classic Roman betrayal, Caesar was assassinated by Brutus. Shakespeare capitalized on betrayal in some of the most memorable literature in the English Language. 

Rape, incest, molestation by clergy, murder, and theft (particularly in one’s home) are all examples of what we consider the ultimate forms of betrayal. These sins are so emotionally laden because they violate the very trust and belief we have in our most divine yearning – the Quest for Synergy.

Reconciling the Fear of Betrayal and the Quest for Synergy

To find a remedy to this most difficult disparity between our Fear and our Quest, philosophers and social architects have tried a multitude of approaches, some with lasting effect, others more ephemeral.  In our cultural history we will find imbedded a myriad of attempts to reconcile our Quest with our Fear. 

Biblically, the Ten Commandments try to resolve the disparity by advocating a love for one’s neighbor while excoriating the betrayal sins, such as lying, murder, and adultery. 

Other societies used more Draconian Laws to punish those who violated the Quest. Militaristic regimes tried to enforce their power to prevent betrayal, whether it be by conquest and subjugation of people or the establishment of Codes of Honor. 

Organizations used hierarchies to enforce unity of purpose. Churches used excommunication and condemnation to prevent betrayal. Kings punished betrayal by death, as is done now for those who betray the Quest by murdering. 

Plato’s Republic was designed to create the right form of governance of a society to enable people to be fair, just, and civilized. Plato’s discourses on the nature of perfecting the soul were a deeply founded attempt to bring a unity among individuals. A few hundred years later, Paul’s Epistles joined Plato’s thinking with Christ’s message of “love thy neighbor” – one of the most powerful statements of the Quest. This message of synergy taps into the great yearning of all humankind.
With the fall of Rome, came the Dark Ages. Dark because the Betrayal so often prevailed over the Quest.  The entire Legend of King Arthur (stemming from the book Le Morte D’Arthur) idealizes the synergy of the Knights of the Round Table and Camelot. But two betrayals --  Lancelot’s presumed affair with Queen Guinevere, and Sir Modred’s betrayal of his father Arthur – brought the downfall of both the Roundtable and Camelot.

Then, with the Renaissance came a rebirth of the Quest. Philosophers, such as John Locke, called for a society based on subjugating the individual for the benefit of the commonwealth. The Pilgrim colonists were helped by the American Indians, memorialized by the Thanksgiving Day celebration. Later, betrayals of trust resulted in innumerable wars.
But the Quest reached a new pinnacle in the formation of the United States Constitution. This document, coupled with the Bill of Rights, was crafted by founding fathers who were intensely grounded in the roots of Greek philosophy embodied in their classical studies combined with an intimate understanding of Christian teachings. Thomas Jefferson knew each of these two roots, melding them together in a Greco-Christian document that would simultaneously protect us from the betrayal of tyranny, power, abuse, religious dogmatism, while liberating us to think and create independently and interactively. Thus, in our Quest for Synergy we could build a life capable of liberty and the pursuit of happiness (meaning “virtue” in Plato’s framework). 
The Next Steps

Now, for the last two hundred years, we have been attempting to refine the principles and practices that will bring us closer to our Quest. Sadly, in the attempt to protect ourselves from our Fear of Betrayal, we have created a legion of laws, new fears, and protectionist policies that draws our society farther from the Quest. 

This book describes some of the next steps we must take as individuals and as groups to move the edge of wisdom and knowledge toward, not away from the Quest. To do this means recognizing how deeply imbedded – and thusly quite invisible – both the Fear and the Quest are in our psyche and our society.
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